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By FRANK

THE MERRY WIDOW

—te—

H. MELOON -

(Copyright, by Bhortstory Pub, Co.)

We all called her the Merry Widow.
Bhe sald she came from Yaleville,
Wis,, where she had burled her hus:
tand—a big, surly brute, as nearly as
we could guess—13 months before her
asrival in New York, None of us hap
pened to know just where Yaleville,
Wis., was, or what kind of town it was,
but I think that each of us’ pletured
it In his own way, as shone the lights
of his imagination, as a deserted vil-
lage sort of place. And why? Just
because the Merry Widow was no
longer in and of it.

There was nothing stuck up about
the Merry Widow. Her blue eyes
flashed as expressively and a8 appre-
clatively on me, who seldom had &
cent unless because of & luoky strike
in what 1 won't say, as on Jake Mann,
who ran the hotel and who was sup-
posed to be independently rich and as

widow-proof as a man down with rheu. | her

matic fover. The blue eyes, In fact,
appeared to flash with equal favor on
all of us—the Fourteen club, who gath-
ered to play foriy-fives and discuss af-
fairs of the old country on lelsure
nighta.

Jake Mann attracted us because of
his ardent patriotism and desire for
the overthrow of oppressive govern-
ments, monarchial or otherwise. Big.
good-natured Jake, always ready to
assist the struggling or ralse the
fallen. God bless him! He has never
lost & dollar through any of the Four-
teen club, and it's myself that's after
thinking he never will. But we hard-
ly reckoned him in the race for the
heart and hand of the Merry Widow.
Think of it! Fourteen bachelors and
all of us willing to surrender single
blessedness at a moment's notice for
her sake! The Merry Widow did not
come alone. An aunt, & creature full
of frowns and sharp angles, was with
her, watching her every movement as
closely as If the Merry Widow were s
little child and not able to take care of
hersclf at all. 1f, In bidding her adien

A Five-Minute Chat Iin the Hallway.

—and I often pretended to take trips
into the country for that very purpose
—1 held her hand a second longer
then stern propriety would allow (and
what Irish lad could help it with the
blue eyes of the Merry Widow looking
fnto pis own), I would see the vinegar
countenance of the aunt peering at me
over her shoulder. Pickles—that was
what we called the aunt.

After it was all over, others con-
feased to the same experience. Sporty
bunch, you ask? Well, we were going
some most of the time. You may won-
der why the sunt permitted the Merry
Widow to settle down in the midst of
us, It was as plain as day. The widow
was used to having her say, though
nothing could discourage Plckles from
“butting-in.” And we all agreed that
the aunt was m DeCcessary Accessory,
only some of us used words both short-
ur and uglier.

The widow explained she had come
to Jake Mann's because she had heard
that those who foregathered there
were strictly on the level. Even at the
semi-swell hotels she couldn't be so
sure of that as at Jake's. Jake's law
was: Be square. And Jake enforced
it much better than the statute laws
are enforced In New York or anywhere
elge, The Merry Widow didn't pretend
to have a fortunme, but she sald she
wanted to see New York and had come
east for that purpose, The Fourteen
club took turns showing her.

Plckles always went along. In all
fairness to Pickles, 1'll admit she
never made herself obnoxious except
by her presence. But you felt her,
like an alr laden with malaria, always
sbout you. The desire to talk to the
Merry Widow alone was overpower-

ing. Then one day came the announce-
ment of ead news. Bhe was going
back to Yaleville, Wis. She had had
enough of New York. If she stayed
any longer, ashe would want to stay
forever,

That fllled us all with the wildest
hopes, and there wasn't a man of the
Fourteen but felt he just must ask her
to stay on with him. But where was
the chance to be found? Pickles
stuck to the Merry Widow like a
dock-burr, Bhe followed her upstairs
and she trotted after her down. Bliss-
fully unconscious, as it seemed, of our
adoration, the widow made no attempt
to rid herself of the incubus. The one
consolation attending the Merry
Widow's proposed departure would be
:lm ghe would take Pickles along with

er.

That night the Merry Widow was at
best. Never had her blue eyes
flashed with so much happiness, We
felt actuaily jealous of Yaleville, Wis.
Was It possible she was glad she was
golng home? No, that could not be.
There must be some other reason for
the Merry Widow's glee. Could it
chance she had left a lover behind her
In the far away town? Not likely, be-
cause all the mall which had come to
her bad been addressed in a feminine
hand. 8o much we forced Jake to
tell us to set our minds at rest on
that score,

Never was there the like of that
night in Jake Mann's. Pickles played
the plano tuned for the occaslon, and
the Merry Widow sang “Belleve Me,"
“The Rocky Road to Dublin” and all
the old songs it does our heart good
to hear. Jake wanted to send the
champagne around, but the old aunt
objected. Bhe sald that as chaperone
she could stand for nothing stronge:
than coffee, The Merry Widow hesl
tated a moment, then poutingly as
sented, but we agll felt that the yoke
of propriety In this {mstance weighed
heavily on her, 8till, we would have
been gladly willing for her sake to
drink dishwater,

Plckles, 100, could certainly touch up
the plano. I think Jake felt a little
bit ashamed of certaln things he had
sald about the old lady behind her
back, when she struck up the tune
of “Wateh on Rhine,” while the Merry

some verses her aunt had composed on
Jake Mann and German hospltality Ir
general,

Following this, Pickles annoi'nced
that as it was getting Iate, she would
g0 to bed, but her nlece, she added,
could stay up & while longer. The
Merry Widow’s blue eyes included us
all In their flash of appreciation, yet
every man felt it was intended most
particularly for himself.

The Merry Widow stayed. We con-
versed with her by turns. Part of the
conversation was aloud, part whis-
rered. The widow was dazzling, but
no man dared overstay his limit. We
all sald our little say, each after his
own fashlion, and the widow was game
to the finish. At the stroke of 11, she
begged to be excused for the night.
Strange to say, not ome of us ad:
Journed to the bar after she had
gone,

For a while we indulged in our
usual game of forty-fives, then one by
one the members of the Fourteen club
stole away. I know that I left, os
tenalbly for my room, but in reality to
keep a date with the Merry Widow.
It was only a five-minute chat in the
hallway, but I held her In my arms,
kissed her again and agaln, saw the
lovelight burning In her eyes of biue,
Interchanged vows of eternal fdelity
and went my way.

The next morning at breakfast time,
the Merry Widow and Pickles were
still in their rooms, but Jake Mann,
excusing their absence, called on us
to congratulate him. He announced
his engagement to the Merry Widow.
Amid the chorus of volces raised in
surprised protest, 1 detected the note
of anger. Otherwise I would have
laughed at the preposterousness of the
idea. Then, great heavens! you
should have heard the rest of us claim-
ing the honor! Did the Merry Widow
propose to marry us all? Impossible,

I think T was the first to examine
my roll. When flush, which was sel-
dom, I usually carrled about a thou-
sand dollars. I breathed with relief as
I felt it all there, But on opening the
bill:book, I found only a wad of brown
paper inside. I held it aloft. I shook
It. We Investigated in turn. Every
man of us had been ‘“stung’” W2
rushed hastily upstairs. There was no
sign that either the Merry Widow or
Pickles had occupied the beds the
previous night,

After all, 1 am not sure but what
that five minutes with the Merry
Widow was worth a thousand dollars.
Jake Mann thinks his money was well
spent. So far as I can find out, the
other members of the Fourteen club
are inclined to make the best of it. It
there was such a place as Yaleville,
Wis,, I would certainly go there.

PUT END TO AMBITION.

*
W. 8. Glibert's Early Choice of the

Stage Nipped in ti’u Bud.

At the early age of 16, according to
the author of a recent blography of Bir
W, 8. Cilbert, the future dramatist
showed his theatrical blas, to his own
undolng.

Enraptured " with a splendid per-
formance of “The Corsican Brotheras"
@t the Princess theater, then under the
management of Charles Kean, young
Gilbert packed up & few clothes In &
randbag and actually succeeded In
making an gntrance to the theater,
with a view to going on the stiage.
Gireatly elated at receiving the mes-
sage that Kean would see him In his
room, the boy lost courage when he

“Yes, sir," replied Master Gilbert,
trembling in every limb.

“What's your name?"

The boy's imagination falled him at
@ critical moment in his lfe, “Qil-
bert,” he faltered, seeking refuge In
the truth.

“Gilbert, Gilbert,” reiterated Kean,
with a sharp glance at the em-
barrassed boy. “Are you the som of
my old friend, William Glibert?

“Y-08."

Kean turned to an attendant. *“See
this young gentleman home," sald he.
=—Youth's Companion,

Archbishop Bound te Service.
The archbishop of Canterbury lg re-
qQuired by ancient custom to prepare a
plate of soup for the king, ahould hias
majesty at any time prefer a request
for refreshment at the hands of the
prelate, -

Widow announced she would sing |

TOO MUCH FOR YANKER.

English Munchausen Had Shade the
Better of Fallow Romancer.

Makes for Beatter
Machines and

The Cape Cod man and the Lon
doner were travellng on the same
train together from L!verpool to the
eapital.

“Yes,"” said the Yankee, "wa do
have comsid'rable fog out our way,
I've seen It so thick that the land:
Indles of our summer poardin’ houses
could ladle It out and usc it Innwad|
o' whipped egg for the heavy part o!|,
the floatin' island.” 1

“We 'ave 'em, too, in London," said |
his traveling companlon, “but our |
climate is too dirty to permit of our |
eatin’ it. We burn so much soft coal,
you see, the fog gets packed full of
soot. The only thing we really can do
with it Is to cut it up Into blocks and
use It Instead of peat when we want
& quick fire.”

And the Yankee took out the little
American flag he wore in his button-
hole and put it away in his wallet.—
Judge.

Better Roads

By JOHN JACOB ASTOR.

Racing is sure to advance the automobile, Tt
tends to produce the best material, to induce men to
study out better machinery, to build better tives, to
work out every technical problem,

Then there is another side to the question.  Rae-
ing tends tv better roads, and Letter rouds are one of
the best examples of advance in civilization, Withount
good roads a country cannot progress, They are the
means of promoting trade and intercourse between
far distant conmnuniites. And automobile raciog helps
to bring this about.

Unlike the aeroplane,.the automolile seems to-
day well nigh perfect up to a certain point. It is at
this moment far aliead of the roads, especially in our
country, We nemd better roads here in the United
States, T don’t mean for the sake of the automobiles
alone, but for the sake of those who must necescarily use them to Lring
thair products to market, whether it be the farmer or the manufucturer.
A farmer can move his crops at much less cost for transportation on a good
road than he must spend on a bad one,  The automobilists don’t ask for | B
good roads for themselves alone, but for all their countrymen. whether |
they be furmers, manufacturers or simply travelers, | '“;?n:rfo_o&ﬂllm:’te: :?.‘;r:':] ol thae

A good automobile has come down very much in price since the intros | vel when it comes to running up Ln'
duction of self-propelled vehicles, Tt will come down more in price, I think, | but £ay, old man, you just vught to
as its use becomes more gencral and popular, 1 doubt, however, Ihfv:"' FURAD & DRk
prediction of those optimists who say that the time will come when an |

A RUNNER.UP,

e
Mr. Asker—Do you find your new

" How's This?

automobile will become ag cheap as the ordinary vehicle, hecanse it containg | _We offer One Husdred Doiars Reward foy
ehae of Catarrh Lhat cauoot be cured by Hall
its own motive power, which is a fact to be considera. ORI

i’ & CO,, Toleds, O, |
wn 1. J. Cliehoy |
h-!‘nl] hutis
nmi finaficiaily |

We,
for the
erabie
| Bble Lo carry out III ubliyat
| WALDING, KINsav
| Whaiesaie Lir
| WIAl'E Catarrh Cuen i8 takio
dlnrty upoh the Liood and msce :l’
| wystetn,  Tentimotials sent 'm- Frice "5 tebts Dwf
bottie. Sild by all Dirusak st

& a0 Famuy Pus fur cotstization.
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Thut Jolin 1, Rockefellor was sarisiiod
ta be shown 1o be the descendant of a me-
diocre  mediacval  French  baron  ealled
Roquefeuil is a point for his modesty, Thr‘|

pedigree=sechers of the British museumn, the | Okin /vary t od h
. : w5 TR ery great advantage wkic
Astor or Boston libraries, or the Biblio { Buts possess over most foods is thelr
thegque Nationale, would linve mage him out | absolute freedom from eJdulteraticn,
the rejeton of the Capets, the Hapshurgs | When you buy nuts, you always know

o what yvou a ¢ 1
or the Holienzollerns for a less sun of mon- | yoce bought in ‘f:“ﬁ’;_f.. _r:f itact

Coat of
Arms

Easy to
Get

Nutas.

ey than the great oil magnate probably | solutely clean. And whut a beauriful
caons in hall a dayv.  Nor could these pedi- source they come from! How dullaht

By JAMES GRANT. recemonaers hve hoets vors well gainsaid, | F05 10 picture the trees upon which
L *IHONZETS Bive e Very well -‘*:T*':*-' | they grow, on the oute branche
Vor il O anvestor-linnter,  you calculate | dancing in  the suncoptns —Uood
that vou had 1wo parents who ware, in their | Health.

turn, possessil of four, who acknowledzed eight, who owned 16, who must The extraordinary populzrity of
white goods this summes

i a3 i avonte—i1 % g is rati
have had 32, who Lonsted of G4 parent t you travel along on this ratio | o b 0 et ool a mats

s g . £ X « of great im-
for 10 or 20 generations, you will find that the people of France, It ug | portance, Defiunce Stas -: belnge free
say, who are alive und active to=day, must necessarily have been rolates] to | from all Injurious chemicals, is the

g ‘ : . anly one which is safe to use o1 fine
OEe LR waple wio o IX 1 (1] 1 hndde Veulrs ago. | 2 2
all those French people who existed six or eight or ten hundred years ago. | gh 5 05 B0 L0 B oneth as @ stiffen.

One thing is incontrovertible on the simple figures of the mutter, and | or makes hailf the usual quantity of
that is that every white man, now alive in the world, can show a relation- | Starch necessary. with the result of
ship with every white man who existed 2,500 years ago. On other words, | Perfect finish, equal to that when the
no European could be held to be untruthful who should say that he was |
descended from, say, the first Brutus, for after a certain number of gene ra- |
tions of blood admixtures it matters very little in the descendant whether ; try. savs a Billville exchange,
his claim be direet or collateral, as far as any of the characteristics, or | never could affurd the 1ol lioad fare,
even blood, of the priginal ancestor is cone erned. but just as he had given up all hope

It is safe to say that direct ancestry cannot be traced in European | Burticane came along and gave him

"but he

3 § : ; s s g ootice iig new ld*—Puck.
almost invariably in-bred or exclusive. No it i clear that Mr. Rockefeller ;

—who is far too wise, probably, to care one way or the other—may have
a coat-of-arms of the Roguefcuil family: but it is certain that he has
derived neither blood nor characteristics from that highly respectable
housze.

The Greeks made few mistakes in their choice of words. They called
the best man “aristos”—without reference to birth—and the best people
“aristoi.” 1t is pleasant to reflect that one may trace a close relationship
to an “aristos,” four or five generations back, and so construct a kind of
nobility of blood and breeding upon the fact that he is transmitting his
blood to us. 'T'o claim this over a score of generatious is, however, a his-
torical absurdity and an evolutionary impossibility,

IT the energy that women expend in
making fools of men could be concen:
trated—but what's the use of speculat-
ing with impossWile problemis?

fon.

MR I PRI |

—end

The government crop reports are es-|
pecially valuable to farmers, who are bene-
fitedd Ly them both directly and indirectly.
Those farmers who read the reports and
thus keep informed as to condition and |
prospects of crops profit in a direet way, |
while all are indircctly benefited through |
this knowledge being ituparted to the great
body of progressive and intelligent farmers
and dealers instead of remaining the exclu-
xive possession of a few persons,

1t is well known that speculators and
large dealers in farm products do not de-
pend entirely upon government reports for
information concerning crop conditions. They have traveling agents and
correspondents (usually local buyers) throughout the United States, who
keep them posted upon local conditions, and the large buyer or speculator
in return gives to these local buyers or correspondents information im
regard to general conditions. Local buyers know the conditions of crops in
their vicinity better, as a rule, than the average farmer, because it is their
business to keep well informed, The farmer can not, by refusing to re-{
port for his locality the condition of crops, prevent buyers or speculators
from knowing the condition of the crop. But without the government
crop reports, which are made up largely by end for him, the farmer could
not be sure of receiving any equivalent information from a disinterested
source, He may know very well the condition of crops in his own locality,
but must depend upon reports of others, in the newspapers or elsewhere,
for the conditions of the entire crop. Prices in his home market are in-
fluenced, as a rule, more by the condition of the whole crop than by local
conditions, 'The entire wheat crop of his county may be destroved and
prices be low, if the entire crop is large, or his county way have a “bump-
er” crop and prices be very high, if the entirve crop is short.

Some private reports published in newspapers are honestly prepared
and more or less reliable; on the other hand, misleading crop reports are
frequently sent throughout the country to affedt prices in the interest of
speculators, The average farmer does not know which reports are reliable
and which are sent out to mislead. The government reports enable farm-
ers to keep themselves informed as to the general conditions, while the

FOR MEN, $3.50, $4,
FOR

Buster Browa Blue Ribbon Shoes for youngsters,

Crop
Reports
and the
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Farmer

By CHARLES C. CLARK,
Borven of Statistc, 1. & Agricnloral st

goods were new. [

By tha Hurrican. Reute. '
“He's long wanted to l«ave the couns |

|u!ltl hig house free transportation. It

families much beyond 15 generations: or. roughly, 500 vears. The fable| was  providential and  he pulled

that King Edward is a lineal descendant of Hengist and Hovsa is about ilhf'ﬂ"is‘h at lust"—Atanta  Copstitu. |
(7] s no

as ridiculous us the statement that the Hapsburgs ave divectly sprung from | |

Octavian, the nephew of Julius Caesar, Rasher. &ftaminate. |
Evolution } dbarlv i own b il 1 pl o The Saucepun—I wonder what

volution has clearly enough shown that animals and plants cease 10| pakes the kettle so happy 1t Lssn t |
propagate after having done so for a certain number of generations, This stopped singing all duy.”
would be all the more so in generations of nobility or gentry which are| The Coffee Put—Why, didu't vou |

THE BROWN SHOE CO., Makers
S8T. LOUIS

FOR THE LADY OR THE AUTO.

Expressman—I don't know whether
this comes here. The address Is In.

| distinet,

Housemaid—I guese it's all right.

it's sither a new tire for the auto, or

a new lat for the missus!

Laundry work at home would b
much more satisfactory If the right
Btarch were used. In order to get the
desired stiffness, it 18 usually neces-
sary to use so much starch that the
beauty and finencss of the fabric Is
hidden behind a paste of varying

| thickness, which not only destroys the

appearance, but also affects the wear-
ing quality of the goods. This trou-
ble can be entirely overcome by using
Deflance Staich, as it can be applied
much more thinly because of its great.
sr strength tbhan other makes.

Poor Old Bird.

Pop (looking up from the paper)=
I see there's & new baby hippopotamus
at the zoo., What are you laughing
at, Johnnie?

Johnnle (who {8 almost ws bright
a8 he looks)——I war jus’ laughin® to
think of the stork carryin' & hipperpot-
amus ' —kExchange,

Bone of Contention.

“Death usually heals all family dif
| ferences” gald the old fushioned philo-
sopher,

Yes." repiled the shrewd olserver
“but usually the reading of the will
geparates thew agaln. '—Detroit Free
Preas.

Strong Wmu and Sand Sterms

pof the evelids. PETTIT'S
i 1 s and quickly relievea
liu‘-\ .rd Uros., Buffalo, N X,

Ail -I'.-,'.,'.z“-;-:

Liberality does not conslst in glv.
Ing largely, but In giving wisely =
Jeroue,

Laewis” single | s i r
or Lewis [ i l

Marriage is A& contract. but there
are lots of cunirant fumpers,
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When a man s short t.e usually has
4 long face,

DODDS"
KIDNEY

| "
»A VAN
uLL KIDNEY

Watses E.Coleman, Wasp
ington. D" HRooksiree 1igh
ol relsrvuces  berl reeulls

PATENTS

Hamictedwith:
WTE CFen Use |

Thmpun'l Eye hllr

2. ) Walk home in almost any new shoes—
They start comfortable,
With every few stepa they lose com-

N "l'vl:‘pﬂdmml'luuh
home, or l\eu— start

ortable
—lhy graceful.

WHITE JIOUSE SHOES.

OMBN. ‘3 !0. l-l 00 and $5.00.

Lisl.]
Ask your daaler for (bem, “

REANS QUALITY

OMAHA, NEBRASKA.

o
aRdne’,
hlul ull-i to I:nf
and I feol ita d-.. (4
let others know of 1"

KatharineCralg,

ayette 8t., Drnrrf,

Col., writes: “Than
to Lydln E. Plnktm
Vegetable Compound
amwell, altersuifering
for months from ners
Yous prosiration

Miss Marie Stoltse

downconditionandsuts
fered fromsuppression,
indigeation, snd poor
elrculnunn Lydiu E.
ham's Voﬁuublo
CGmpound mu
well and strong
Miss Ellen \1 O‘Iwe'l.
ot 417 N. Eut 81 Koo
wanee, I1i.,mays: " Ly=
diaE. i'lnklm'n l\'e:a-
table Compound cured
me of backache, side
ache, and established
my periods, aflter the
best local doctors Lind
failed 10 help e,

FACTS FOR SICK WOMEN.

For thirty yeare Lydin E. Pinke
ham's Vegetalble Compound, mude
from roots und herbs, hias been the
standard remedy for female il
and has positively cured thousandso
womenwho have lwen troubled with
displacements, inflammation. uleerae
tion, fibroid tumors, irregularities,
Erindic paing, backache, that ‘mar-

g-down fecling, flatulency, indi
tion,dizziness,ornervous prostratio n.
Why don't you try it ?

Mrs. Pinkham invites all sick
women to write her for advice,
ﬂ!le lms guided thousand¢ to

th. Address, L:mn. Mass,

SICK HEADAGIIE

Positively cured by
these l..lllle Pills.
They nisn relieve Dige
{rom I ---: w las

Tan l{' arty

Tucy regulate the Bowols. p ite _-.‘; .
SMALLPILL, SH&LLBBSE SMALL PHIBE.

Genuine Must Bear
Fac-Simile Signature

M,l;(
HEFUSE SI.IBSTITUTES.
45 to 50 Bu. of Whut Per Acre

have been grown on farm lands in

WESTERN CANADA

Much les weuld be
smudactons. The gen

eral average is sbove
twenty burhels,

It is now 1.—m.\ih]e 1o wecure & homesteas of 160
acres free and another [0 actes at 3 00 per acre,
Hundreds have paid the cost of ther tarms (i

purchased) and then had a balanee of lrom $10.00
to $12.00 per acre from one crop. W hear,
w:.ﬂn all do well. Mix h ming 4
Ysuccess and dairving 1a highly [lrnh‘a e
lent chimate, solendid schoals und ¢
ways bring most every disirict withis rary reach
of marker. Railway and land cempanies have
lands for sale at low prices and of easy te:ms,

Larlew,
& preat
F.svel-
ut hes, rail

Last Eest West” pamphlets ar
free. Forthese and
o -t\hfe lowest ru

Supaer

Yay rates, appiy o
endent of Immigration
Oitawa, Canada

or to the authorized Canadian Gotsmment Agenty

4.5, CRAWFORD, 125 W, Niath 51, & Ci
c.d. IIMI'I‘“.M‘N Quizcy ll:l:.u(':hl::u"&

CAPSULES

UPERIOH HEMEDY ouURINARY LIE S HAK

I E UM By MAIL UMK

The Comfortable Way
To Portland

And the straight way.
Pacific from Chicago to Portland.

Electric Block Signal Protection—the safe road to travel

Pullman Drawing Room Sleeping Cars, Pullman
Tourist Sleeping Cars, Free Reclining Chair
Cars, Coaches and Dining Cars,

Daily service via Union

Let me send you books fully describing Port-
land, the Northwest and the train service via

Union Pacific

Ask about the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition at Seattle, Wash., 1909
Side trip, during season, to Yollowstone Park, at low rate on all through tickets. Write for Beokiots

E. L. LOMAX. General Passenger Agent,

wide publicity gigen them checks and limits the evils of false reports sent
out by persons interested in forcing the prices of products to figures not
justified by actual conditions.

PUTNAM FADELESS DYES
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